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Customs Notice No. (05/2026) regarding Temporary Extension of
Transit Period to Facilitate Supply Chain Continuity

Issued on March 31, 2026, by Dr. Abdulla Busenad, Director General of Dubai Customs, this
notice serves as a supplement to Dubai Customs Policy No. (35/2011) regarding goods in
transit. The primary objective of this regulatory update is to provide customs facilitation to
customers, ensuring the continuity of supply chains and maintaining a smooth flow of
trade. The notice was prompted by the need to address current "exceptional” operational
challenges facing the logistics and trade sectors.

Analysis

The notice introduces specific temporary measures designed to alleviate pressure on the
movement of goods due to the current exceptional situation:

e Scope of Application: These provisions apply exclusively to Transit Customs
Declarations.

e Extended Transit Period: The most significant change is the amendment of Paragraph
(a) of Article (2) of the 201 policy. Goods in transit must now be transported and
delivered to the designated exit post within a period not exceeding ninety (90) days
from the date of clearing the customs declaration.

e Provision for Further Extensions: The notice allows customers to apply for an additional
extension beyond the 90-day window. However, granting such an extension is not
automatic and is strictly subject to the approval of Dubai Customs.

e Legal Integration and Conflicts: While this notice introduces new timelines, all other
applicable customs policies, tax legislations, and relevant laws remain in force. Any
existing provisions that contradict this notice are temporarily suspended only to the
extent of their inconsistency.

e Temporary Nature: The notice explicitly states that this facilitation is temporary and will
remain in effect during the current "exceptional period" until further notice.

Conclusion

Customs Notice No. (05/2026) represents a strategic regulatory adjustment by the
Government of Dubai to safeguard the logistics hub against external operational
disruptions. By significantly extending the standard transit window to 90 days and
providing a mechanism for further case-by-case extensions, Dubai Customs is prioritizing
flexibility and trade resilience. This measure ensures that the flow of goods remains
uninterrupted while maintaining the legal integrity of existing tax and customs frameworks
until the current exceptional circumstances stabilize.

Read Official Update: Click Here

Disclaimer

This tax alert is prepared solely for general informational purposes and is based on facts, assumptions, and information made available to us at the
time of issuance, as well as tax laws and regulations in force on that date. It does not constitute legal, regulatory, or investment advice, nor should it be
relied upon as a substitute for tailored professional advice. Tax laws and their interpretation are subject to change, including with potential
retrospective effect, and the tax authorities may adopt positions different from those expressed herein. We do not assume any management
responsibility or obligation to update this alert for subsequent changes in law, facts, or interpretation, and no assurance can be given that the views
expressed will be accepted by the relevant authorities.
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https://www.dubaicustoms.gov.ae/en/PoliciesAndNotices/Notices/CN5_2026.pdf
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